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This presentation will help 
forward-thinking lawyers 
and legal professionals 
understand artificial 
intelligence(s), its (their) 
legal implications, and how 
AI will impact the law and 
the practice of law.
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Agenda
• Ethical Framework
• My History in AI
• AI: Historical Perspective
• Some Useful Frameworks
• What’s Changed Now with Generative AI and 

LLMs
• Teaching AI and Law
• My Own AI Experiments
• The Current Legal AI Landscape
• Setting up the Rest of the Day
• Conclusions and Action Steps
• Q &A



Competence and Confidentiality

RULE 4-1.1: COMPETENCE

A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. Competent 
representation requires the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and 

preparation reasonably necessary for the representation.



Maintaining Competence

[8] To maintain the requisite knowledge and skill, a lawyer should keep 
abreast of changes in the law and its practice, including the benefits and 
risks associated with relevant technology, engage in continuing study and 
education and comply with all continuing legal education requirements to 

which the lawyer is subject [emphasis added].



COMPUTERS & 
THE LAW 
SEMINAR – 
Georgetown, 
1982







Assessing the Current AI 
Landscape for the Legal 
Sector

Dennis Kennedy

London Legal AI Forum, 2017







Let’s Go to the Wikipedia

Artificial intelligence (AI, also machine 
intelligence, MI) is apparently intelligent behaviour 
by machines, rather than the natural 
intelligence (NI) of humans and other animals.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine


Artificial intelligence (AI, 
also machine intelligence, MI) is 
apparently intelligent behaviour 
by machines, rather than 
the natural intelligence (NI) of 
humans and other animals.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine


In 2017, generally accepted AI includes:

• Understanding human speech
• Competing at a high level in strategic 

game systems
• Autonomous cars
• Intelligent routing in content delivery networks
• Military simulations 
• Interpreting complex data





THE 70-YEAR (OR 700-YEAR) 

OVERNIGHT SUCCESS OF AI
1300: Ramon Llull tries to build reasoning machine

1943: McCulloch and Pitts - “Artificial Neurons”

1956: Birth of AI Research – Dartmouth

1960s: The “Great AI Optimism”



1967 – Marvin Minsky

“[W]ithin a generation ... the problem of 
creating 'artificial intelligence' will 
substantially be solved.”



1982 – Marvin Minsky

“The AI problem is one of the hardest 
science has ever undertaken.”



THE 70-YEAR 
OVERNIGHT 
SUCCESS

THE AI WINTERS



THE 70-YEAR OVERNIGHT 
SUCCESS

Bottom up vs. top down, fuzzy 
logic, neural networks and 
machine learning, now LLMs and 
generative AI, specialized 
computer chips
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AI – The Current State



Search 
Recommendations
Voice-to-text
Smart personal assistants
Smart cars
Purchase predictions and rewards
Customer support chatbots
News generation
Summary generation
Malware detection
Security screening
Financial trading
Computer-assisted medical diagnosis
Natural language processing
Drones
Navigate map of London Underground
Analyze genetic code
Trade stocks and manage portfolios
Schedule meetings by email

Traffic prediction
Airline autopilot
Ride-sharing
Spam filters
Email categorization
Plagiarism checkers
Roboreaders
Videogames
Mobile check deposits
Fraud detection
Credit approvals
Social media and 
social networking
Thermostats
Predict parking places
Find new uses for existing drugs



How far advanced is the 
technology, actually?







Different tranches of AI 
technology and how they 
can be applied to the legal 
sector



From Dennis’s article on AI and KM in 2001

A. Litigation Strategy
B. Client Relationship Management
C. Conflict Checking
D. Delivery of Client Services
E. Managing Information Overload



Source: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN LAW: THE STATE OF PLAY 2016,  by Michael Mills, Thomson Reuters Legal Executive Institute







2017

Legal Research
Electronic Discovery
Outcome prediction and litigation finance
Contract analysis



Projections around future developments and 
applications for AI focused upon the legal 

sector



Search 
Recommendations
Voice-to-text
Smart personal assistants
Smart cars
Purchase predictions and rewards
Customer support chatbots
News generation
Summary generation
Malware detection
Security screening
Financial trading
Computer-assisted medical diagnosis
Natural language processing
Drones
Navigate map of London Underground
Analyze genetic code
Trade stocks and manage portfolios
Schedule meetings by email

Traffic prediction
Airline autopilot
Ride-sharing
Spam filters
Email categorization
Plagiarism checkers
Roboreaders
Videogames
Mobile check deposits
Fraud detection
Credit approvals
Social media and 
social networking
Thermostats
Predict parking places
Find new uses for existing drugs



ChatGPT, 
Generative AI, 
and LLMs – 
What’s 
Different Now?







Current and 
Future Use 
Cases



What would you, 
right now, be 
comfortable with 
using generative AI 
for in law practice?

How will your 
answer change by 
the end of the day?



KEVIN KELLY AND 
THE INEVITABLE



E-DISCOVERY EXAMPLE



LAW NAVIGATION



DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION



ACCESS TO JUSTICE



CLIENT-DRIVEN







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfzfoPuBgfc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfzfoPuBgfc


My Laboratory Experiments



Promptcrafting



PCRO Technique

Persona
Context
Request
Output















BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER



BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER



THE POWER OF THE HYBRID

Human in the Loop



AI AS A SERVICE

Just-in-time, just-enough AI



LETTING HUMANS DO WHAT 
THEY DO BEST



WHAT IS THAT?



Conclusions and 
Challenges



Amara’s Law:

We tend to overestimate the 
effect of a technology in the 
short run and underestimate 
the effect in the long run



An “enabling 
technology”
“a technical breakthrough that 
takes a difficult task and suddenly 
makes it doable, easy; it opens the 
door to change, which then comes 
in an unconsidered, breathless 
rush.” - Ellen Ullman
HOMO FABER – Humans as tool makers



The future is already here – 
it’s just unevenly distributed.

- William Gibson



• Melanie Mitchell, Artificial 
Intelligence, A Guide for Thinking 
Humans

• Personal Experiments with 
ChatGPT ($20/month version) – 
Ethan Mollick

• Jot down your list of problems 
you’d like AI to solve for you

Action Steps



Open 
discussion



dmk@denniskennedy.com
www.denniskennedy.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dennismkennedy/


